
MINUTES OF BELLEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020 AT 7:00 A.M., 

BELLEVILLE VILLAGE HALL – 24 W. MAIN ST. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present:  Nicole Brauer, Mike O’Connor, Melissa Francois, Marie Barry, Pam Yoder, Scott Hayes, Bronna 

Lehmann, Roger Hillebrand, Rick Francois, Ryan Yakowicz, and Gale Hellpap.   Absent:  Geoff Wilbourn. 

 

A. Call Meeting to Order:  Chairperson Brauer called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m.  
 

B. Approval of Minutes from May 14, 2020 
 
Scott Hayes made a motion to approve the minutes from May 14, 2020.  Mike O’Connor seconded.  Motion passed. 
  

C. Acknowledgement of Visitors:  Judy Bacha and Brian Wilson 
 

D. Update regarding COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
 

Brian Wilson reported Dane County has moved into Phase 1 of its Forward Dane Plan.  There are still no plans to open 

Village Hall up to public access at this time.  This will impact the Brother Love and Community Picnic events this 

summer.  In-person absentee ballots will be handled curbside once again by appointment.   

 

Bronna Lehman reported that curbside services by the Library are continuing for now, but this will be relaxed in July 

and access will be allowed into the library by appointment only.   

 

Pam Yoder reported that Summer School has been cancelled and the pool will remain closed.  The district is still trying 

to decide how they will proceed with the new school year in August.    

 

E. 2020 Census Update – Bronna Lehman 
 

Bronna Lehman reported that Wisconsin has a 67% response rate.  Belleville currently has an 81% response rate.  The 
deadline to complete the census form online has been pushed back until fall.  
 

F. Economic Development Website Update and Review – Kyle Knott 
 
Brian Wilson reported that suggested fixes for the website have been made.  Marie Barry gave some ideas about 
changing some of the text on the site and this will be set aside for the new Economic Development and Marketing 
Specialist to implement.  The available property information form is now a fillable pdf and is available to distribute to 
developers.   
 

G. Strategic Planning Update 

Brian Wilson directed the members to notice the Strategic Planning Priorities on the last page of the packet.  These 
will be posted on the Economic Development website. 

a. Attract New Restaurant 

Brian reported that the prospectus will be hosted on the new website and shared with the Restaurant Association.  

Rick Francois reported that Jeff Petry has purchased the building with the Corner Café and intends to do a historic 
restoration on the property to make it into a restaurant and bar space.   



Gale Hellpap asked if we know what Petry’s timeline is on the project.  Brian Wilson responded that he has gotten 
the impression that it will move forward quickly, but nothing has been specified yet.       

b. Funding Options with Economic Development Organizations  

Brian Wilson said that there is still an option to apply for project funding through WEDC for a downtown project.   

c. Communications/Outreach Plan  

Brian discussed that the draft communications plan created by Gale Hellpap will be updated and implemented by 
 new person that will be hired for the Economic Development and Marketing Specialist position.          

H. Development Updates 

Brian provided a written report regarding development activities.  He said that Phase 2 of Bakers Woods is waiting for 
a Development Agreement at this point.  Village Engineer Kevin Lord and he were shown a preliminary plat for future 
development off the north end of STH 69/River St., but there are a lot of things that need to happen before that 
project can move forward.  Conditional Use Permit for Kwik Trip was approved by the Plan Commission.  Jim Olson 
came to the Plan Commission to discuss preliminary ideas for senior housing in Bakers Woods.   

Pam Yoder announced that the school district does have an accepted offer for the Elementary School site with closing 
to happen on July 15 for a daycare facility.   

Brian Wilson reported that the Village did not get awarded a grant from DNR for dam repair.  We will have to rely on 
FEMA now.   

I. Other Business  

Roger Hillebrand reported that he is looking to start a committee to examine future use or sale of the existing library.  
He is interested in getting ideas for possible things the Village might want to do with the building.  He wants to put it 
on the next agenda.   

Brian Wilson said that a Community Survey should be coming out soon to guide the process for updating the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Pam Yoder announced that she will be retiring on August 31, 2020 and Nate Perry will be taking over as District 
Administrator.  Pam suggested that Nate should be appointed to replace her on the EDC.  

J. Set agenda for next meeting on June 11, 2020 

Brian Wilson will follow up with having Kristi Smith from SBDC or someone from WEDC to discuss business resources.  
He also said that he will work to get the new pizzeria owner to attend a meeting.  Bronna Lehmann suggested having 
the daycare owner attend once they have a plan in place for the Elementary School building.  Marie Barry suggested 
inviting Economic Development staff from other similar sized communities to discuss what is happening in their 
communities.       
   

K. Adjournment 
 
Motion was made by Gale Hellpap to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Rick Francois.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Brauer adjourned the meeting at 8:00 a.m. 
 


